Having read Dr. Jessop's paper on the treatment of dysentery with ipecacuanha given in enemas, that appeared in the July number of the Gazette, I am induced to send you the following rough notes.
The patient suffered great pain, was constantly on the move to and fromt he bath-room, was tormented with persistent and severe straining, and as nothing remained on her stomach, I felt Vy4t not unlikely thjit I should lose her; the thought, however, X occurred to me to administer ipecacuanha in enemas, and aceord-' ingly I gave two scruples of ipecacuanha wine, fifteen minims of tincture of opium, and one ounce of thin arrowroot, in enema.
This gave her relief and sleep for about four hours,? the first she had had for several days. I continued the treatment, and the following day she was considerably improved, and in four days more she was quite free from pain, purging or blood ; she rapidly recovered, and although she had a slight relapse some months afterwards, I have since heard that she is now quite well.
I refrain from offering any observations on the mode of action of the drug when given on this way; it seems to me, however, scarcely probable that it acts in the manner suggested by Dr. Hutchinson in his letter, also in the July number, viz., "by its directsti^'^ating action on the liver, inducing a copious flow of bile."
In the case of young children, or with ladies, a great point is gained by administering ipecacuanha thus: excessive sickness of stomach is avoided, while the specific action of the drug does not seem to be diminished.
